
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In t h e  M a t t e r  of: 

FLEMING-MASON RURAL ELECTRIC ) 
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION 1 

1 
AND 1 

1 
CONTINENTAL TELEPHONE COMPANY) Case No. 9988 
OF KENTUCKY 1 

1 
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE ) 
COMMISSION'S REGULATION 807 ) 
KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  SECTION 24 1 

SHOW CAUSE ORDER 

On April 29, 1987, Mr. Hazel McCarthey, a resident of O l d  

Sardis Pike, Maysville, Kentucky, was fatally injured while mowfng 

with his tractor. The mower bar on the tractor became entangled 

on a Continental Telephone Company of Kentucky ("CONTEL") down 

guy. This apparently caused the tractor to swing around sharply 

and become entangled on a Fleming-Mason Rural  Electric Cooperative 

Corporation ("Fleming-Mason") down guy which created enough 

tension in the  down guy to break the top of the pole. The 

Fleming-Mason down guy wrapped around the tractor's rear t ire  and 

the victim's chest. The continued forward motion of the tractor 

t i g h t e n e d  t h e  down guy across the victim causing his death. (See 

Appendix which is Commission's Accident Investigation Report and 

Fleming-Mason'e Accident Report.) 

The accident occurred on April 29, 1987, at SrOO p.m. and wa8 

not reported to the Commission until April 30, 1987, at 3307  p . m .  



Fleming-Mason's Accident Report was not filed with the Commission 

until June 3, 1987. The Commission's Regulation 807 KAR 5 8 0 0 6 ,  

Section 24, states that prompt notice of fatal accidents shall be 

given to the Commission by telephone or telegraph, and a summary 

written report shall be submitted to the Commission within 7 days 

of the sutlject accident. The accident was reported by telephone 

almost 24 hours after its occurrence, and Fleming-Mason's Accident 

Report was filed 34 days after its occurrence. 

CONTEL also had facilities on the same pole as Fleming-Mason. 

CONTEL did not notify the Commission at all of this accident 

involving its facilities. This is i n  violation of 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  

Section 24, of the Commission's regulations. 

FINDINGS AND ORDERS 

The Commission, having considered the evidence of record and 

being advised, is of the opinion and finds that: 

1. Fleming-Mason violated the Commission's Regulations by 

not reporiting the subject accident in a prompt manner, and by not 

submitting a summary written report within 7 days of the subject 

accident, as prescribed in 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, of the 

Commission's Regulations. 

2. CONTEL violated the Commission's Regulations by failing 

to notify the Commission by telephone or  telegraph, and also  by 

not submitting a summary written report of this fatal accident 

involving its facilities, both of which are prescribed in 807 %AR 

5x006, Section 24, of the Commission's Regulations. 
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3. CONTEL and Fleming-Mason should be required to appear 

and explain the reasons why the Commission's Regulation was 

violated and present a detailed plan to prevent the reoccurrence 

of this violation, and to show cause if any it can, why the 

Commission should not impose penalties pursuant to KRS 278,990. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that CONTEL and Fleming-Mason shall 

appear before the Commission on August 20, 1987, at lr30 P.M.t 

Eastern Daylight Time, In the Commission's offices at Frankfort, 

Kentucky, for the purpose of presenting evidence related to 

CONTEL's and Fleming-Mason's programs to ensure compliance w i t h  

807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, and to show cause if any it can, why 

the Commission should not impose penalties pursuant to KRS 

278.990. 

Done at Frankfort? Kentucky, t h i s  7th day of Auguet, 1987. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COWMISSION 

ATTEST I 

Executive Director 



APPENDIX 

APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
C O W I S S L O N  I N  CASE N0.9988 DATED wp/fy 

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGArIOlJ 

M T B  OB TEEIS REPORT 6 / 8 / 8 7  SUBMITTED BY Jeffery L. Gllpln 

W E  OF UTILITY Fleming-Mason RECC 

ACCIDENT REPORTBD BY Steve Souder 

DATE & TIME ACCIDEHT REPORTED 4/30/87 3r07 P.M. 

DATE ARD TIHE ACCIDEWT OCCURRED 4/29/87 5:OO P.M. 

DATE OF ACCIDEWT IWESTIGATIO# 5/1/87 

DATE SITlQlART WRImEN REPORT W A S  RECEIVED PROM UTILITY 6/3/87 

PERSONS BSSESTIffi IN THE INVESTIGATION Steve Souder-Fleming-Mason 

RECC 

NAME OP VICTrn(S) 1, Hazel McCarthey SEX H AGE aa 

FATAL Yes NAME OF MPU)IERZ Self-employed farmer. 

INJURIES 

- 2. SEX AGE 

FATAL NAME OF EUPLQYERt 

IDlJUR1 E8 

3. SEX AGE 

FATAL W E  OF EUPltOYERt 

IHJURIES 
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ELgCTRICAL U T I L I T Y  ACCIDENT INVBSTSGATSOI (Continued) 

WATIOR OF ACCIDENT SITE O f f  of Old Sardis P i k e  in Mason County, 

Kentucky, at the victim's residence. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT The victim was mowing grass around the edqe 

of his yard with a farm tractor and a cutter bar mower when the mower 

became entangled in a Contel Telephone Company down guy. Apparently 

the contact with the Contel quy caused the tractor to swinq sharply 

to the right and become entangled in Fleming-Mason's down suy which 

broke the top off of the pole. When the pole broke the slack in the 

Fleminq-Mason down quy wrapped around the tractors rear tire and the 

victim's chest. A s  the tractor continued forward the rotation of the 

wheels tightened the cable across the victim and caused his death. 

SOURCE OF INFORHATION Steve Souder, Fleminq-Mason RECC: Pleming- 

Mason's Summary Accident Report; onsite investiqation. 

VIOUTIONS OF COnnISSIOl REGZIIATIOBS This accident occurred on April 

29, 1987, at 5 : O O  P.M. and w a s  not reported until April 30, 1987, at 

3:07 P.M. This is in violation of KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24 which re- 

quires that the utility qive prompt notice of all fatal accidents. 

The Commission did not receive the utility's written summary report 

of this accident until June 3 r  1987. This is in violation of KAR 

5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24 which requires that a written summary report be 

submitted within 7 days. 

R&COnMENDATKOIS TO be in compliance with KAR 5 2 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, the 

utility should provide the Commission with prompt not ice  of a l l  fatal 

accidents and submit a summary written report within 7 days. The 

prompt notice should be qiven to the Commission even if details are 

sketchy. Additional information can be given at a later time if  
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LINE CLEARANCES 

Minimum Allowed 
As Lleasured by REGC 

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: N/A N/A 

Neutral  conductor to ground 
elevation: N/A N/A 

Communication conductor to 
N/A N/A ground elevation: - 

Phase conductor to structures N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to structure: N/A N/A 

Communication conductor to 
structure : N/A N/A 

8 .  AT M S T  POINT OF SPAN 

Phase conductor to ground 
e l eva t  ion : 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation t 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

C. SPAN LBNGT€I N/A 

Date the line or facilities were constructed: 

Utility: Fleminq-Mason RECC 

Dater 5/1/87 Tire 10230 A.M. 

Approximate temperature: 82 Deqrees F 

Heasurerents m a d e  by t 

Submitted by: L 
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FLEMING-MASON 
RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE CORPORATION 

Huston Delaney, 
President & General Manager 

'. . 

June 2, 1987 

Jeff  G i l p i n  
Publ ic  S e r v i c e  Commission 
P .  0. Box 615 
Frankfort ,  KY 40602 

P.O. BOX 328 
FLEMINCSBURG. KY. 41041 

Phone (806) 845-2661 

* RECEIVED 

DIVISION OF UTlLlM - 
ENGINEERING & SEWICES 

Dear J e f f :  

Enclosed p l e a s e  f i n d  the f o l l o w i n g  items r e l a t i n g  to the Hazel 
UcCarthep acc ident  i n  Mason County which you investigated. 

Sununary "Hazel McCarthey' s Fatal Accident" 
Coroner's Investigation Report 
S h e r i f f ' s  Report 
Ambulance Operators Report 
Sketch of Scene 

SDS/pdp 

Enclosure8 



HAZEL HcCARTHEY'S FATAL ACCIDEW 

The fo l lowing  is a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of events  on the  evening  

of A p r i l  29, 1987 conce rn ing  the  Hazel McCarthep a c c i d e n t  based 

on an i n t e n r i e u  by Steve Souder wi th  Russ ie  Dunaway, S teve  Rarn 

and Jack  Owens, w i th  Louie F lane ry  be ing  p r e s e n t .  

John Fu l ton  o r  E l m e r  Fu l ton  c a l l e d  Mar jo r i e  Royae about 5:OO 

p.m. t b  r e p o r t  t h e  power off a t  account number 19-78-02. This  

in fo rma t ion  vas r e l a y e d  by Reno McClone to Russie and Steve  who 

were working on ano the r  ou tage  between E l i z a v i l l e  and H i l l t o p .  

They f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  work i n  t h e  E l i z a v i l l e - H i l l t o p  area and 

proceeded t o  t h e  John R. F u l t o n  r e s i d e n c e  and determined t h a t  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  l i n e  walp de-energized.  They went to  reclorc number 

223 which w a s  locked  o u t . I t w a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c losed  a t  6:37 p.m. 

w i t h  no subsequent  o p e r a t i o n s .  Return ing  t o  t h e  John R. Ful ton  

r e s i d e n c e  * they  saw t h e  l i g h t s  on and decided  t o  p a t r o l  the rest 

of t h e  c i r c u i t  to determine  t h e  cause  of t h e  outage.  They 

d iscovered  a tap l i n e  out of sag and t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e  v i n d  had 

probably caused t h i s  l i n e  to s h o r t  dec ided  to r e s a g  t h e  line. To 

ga in  a c c e s s  to  t h e  t e r m i n a l  po le  they  con tac t ed  Emery Vice who 

went w i t h  them t o  open gatcr  and show them the way t o  t h e  pole on 

which t h e y  planned t o  work. They re reged  t h e  l i n e  and l e f t  the 

f i e l d  at about  7:15 p-m. Re tu rn ing  t o  Emery V i c e ' s  house t h e y  

were t r imn ing  some limbs which were nea r  a s e r v i c e  w i r e  vhen Reno 

called to report service a long  t h e  l i n e  s e c t i o n  was sti l l  of f .  

They p a t r o l l e d  t h e  l i n e  f u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c ~ l l y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

t h e  l i n e  vh ich  w a a  r e c e n t l y  teaagged vhen they came u p n  the 

1 
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broekn pole at  Mr. HcCarthey's. The pole had been broken e t  t h e  

t e l ephone  a t t achmen t ,  t h e  te lephone cable ua5 on t h e  ground and 

t h e  electric conduc to r s  vcre st i l l  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  p o l e  top.  

Russ i e  approached a t ractor  which warn csught up i n  the guy 

wires and saw t h a t  Hr. HcCarthey vas s t i l l  slumped in the  tractor 

seat  v i t h  his head down near t h e  foot petals.  Russie c e l l e d  to  

S t e v e  t o  b r i n g  rubbe r  g l o v e s  and b o l t  cut tcre .  They cut the 

e lectr ic  conduc to r s  and guy w i r e .  A f t e r  s t r a i g h t e n i n g  H r .  

HcCarthep back u p  in t h e  t ractor  seat Russie l e f t  to  ca l l  for 

help v h i l e  S t e v e  suppor t ed  Mr. McCarthey. Russie  went to  Emery 

Vicc'a house; H r .  Vice c a l l e d  the Palmer Fune ra l  Borne in Hayolick 

at about ?:I5 t o  7:30 p.m. When Russ ie  r e t u r n e d  to  M r .  

HcCarthey's, U inn ie  S w e e t  was a r r i v i n g  a l s o .  Hr. Sweet and S teve  

t r i e d  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  t echn iques  on Wr. McCarthey but to no ava i l .  

They continued to  ho ld  Mr. HcCarthey's head u n t i l  t h e  ambulance 

a r r i v e d  a t  7 : 5 0  p.m. A t  sane p o i n t  during t h e  time, between 

Russie's r e t u r n  and t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  ambulance, Rose Ann Palmer 

and a n o t h e r  lady arrived and on Hro. Palmer'. advice Hr. 

HcCarthey vas removed fran t h e  tractor and p l aced  on the ground. 

James B r e l l ,  Mason County Coroner, and Charles Lang, Hason 

County Deputy S h e r i f f ,  came t o  the  s i te .  J a c k  Owens of Fleming- 

Mason RECC a r r i v e d  a t  s b o u t  8:25 p.m. H e  c a l l e d  Huston Delaney 

then i e o l a t c d  the l i n e  t o  Hr. McC8rthey'r 8nd rrrtored power t o  

the line s e c t i o n .  

Con te l  Telephone Company w a 8  n o t i f i e d  by Jack a t  7:OO a.m. 

on A p r i l  30. 



( - Y 
CORONER'S INVESTIGATION REPORT 

29 I / T i m  b 

Timr d Death: Date of Death : 

b s t  Seen Alive By 
Witness to lnju 
Illness M Death 

I 



Mason Countv Coroner's Office 
a! 

JAMES A. BRELL, CORONER 
Phone 606 564-6012 

620 Emt Second St Maysville, Ky. 41056 

, 



Name of Suspect: .E\lone Addmt: 

Autopsy: Yes No 2 
Suspected -use of death: a1 

bl 

C )  

Suspected mannar of death: Natural 0 A c c i d e n t y  Homicide 0 
Suicide 0 Unknown 0 Pending 0 

! 
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